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Founded in 1989, the Association 
of Nature Center Administrators is 
H� WYP]H[L� UVU�WYVÄ[� VYNHUPaH[PVU� 
dedicated to promoting and  
supporting best leadership and  
management practices for nature  
and environmental learning  
centers.
     Serving more than 600 members, 
ANCA is the leader in the profession.

Directions is a quarterly publication of the  
Association of Nature Center Administrators, 
distributed to members of ANCA as a mem-
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       ertain places have a magic 

        that draws people to them. 

Cooper’s Glen, one of the best-

loved spots in Kalamazoo County, 

MI, has possessed this power for 

centuries. 

     There is evidence that Na-

tive Americans camped near the 

Glen prior to European settle-
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residents lived close to the Glen, 

building their homes in the clear-

ings made famous by James Feni-

more Cooper in his book, “The 

Oak Openings.” Later families and 

friends traveled out from Kalama-

zoo by dirt road, by boat along the 

Kalamazoo River or on the inter-

urban railway to Cooper’s Glen. 

     Families went for picnics, biol-
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(continued on page 5)
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Nature Center. 

     Dr. H. Lewis Batts, Jr. was a 

nationally known environmentalist  

and the driving force behind the 

purchase of Cooper’s Glen and the 

incorporation of the Kalamazoo 

Nature Center in 1960. The vision 

of Dr. Batts and the other founders 

teur and professional ornitholo-

gists, photographers, and botanists 

to observe and enjoy the varied 
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the late 1950’s, gravel mining and 

commercialism threatened Coo-

per’s Glen. An inspired group of 

community leaders purchased the 

land and established what would 

become known as the Kalamazoo 

MORE FROM THE FIELD:
background checks
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Nature’s Way Preschool – Kalamazoo Nature Center
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     The Global Organization of 
Tree Climbers (GOTC) provides 
an excellent map-database of rec-
ognized facilitators and instructors 
around the world. It can be ac-
cessed at: http://www.gotreeclimb-
ing.org/go-climbing/climb-learn.
html
     Does this sound appealing? It 
did to Jessica Jens, executive di-
rector of Riveredge Nature Center 
in Newburg, WI. She contacted 
me at Tree Climbing Colorado 
after reading an article about RTC 
programs, beginning a dialogue 
ZKLFK�HYHQWXDOO\�OHDG�WR�¿YH�GD\V�
of training staff from three nature 
organizations in Nov. 2013. These 
facilitator-trainees are excited for 
the arrival of this year’s spring and 
summer, so that they can begin 
their own tree climbing programs.
�����<RX�FDQ�¿QG�RXW�PRUH�DERXW�
Recreational Tree Climbing pro-
grams by contacting the GOTC 
at info@gotreeclimbing.org or 
303.877.1870, and by visiting our 
website, www.gotreeclimbing.org
     I look forward to meeting up 
with you in the canopy some  
day!

Harv Teitelbaum is a GOTC-
recognized tree climbing Facili-
tator and Master Instructor, and 
current and founding president of 
the Global Organization of Tree 
Climbers. When not among the 
trees, he is a Visiting Professor of 
Environmental Science at DeVry 
University. As a free-lance writer, 
Harv’s commentaries on social, 
environmental, and political issues 
have appeared in regional news-
papers and online publications. 
He was Treasurer of the Colorado 
chapter of Physicians for Social 
Responsibility.

Climb                      (cont. from page 9)

Harv Teitelbaum is a GOTC- recognized tree climbing Facilitator and Master Instructor, and 
current and founding president of the Global Organization of Tree Climbers. When not among 
the trees, he is a Visiting Professor of Environmental Science at DeVry University. As a free-
lance writer, Harv’s commentaries on social, environmental, and political issues have 
appeared in regional news- papers and online publications. He was Treasurer of the 
Colorado chapter of Physicians for Social Responsibility.!
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